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Abstract: Mercury pollution threatens the environment and
human health across the globe. This neurotoxic substance is
encountered in artisanal gold mining, coal combustion, oil
and gas refining, waste incineration, chloralkali plant operation, metallurgy, and areas of agriculture in which mercuryrich fungicides are used. Thousands of tonnes of mercury
are emitted annually through these activities. With the Minamata Convention on Mercury entering force this year, increasing regulation of mercury pollution is imminent. It is
therefore critical to provide inexpensive and scalable mercury sorbents. The research herein addresses this need by introducing low-cost mercury sorbents made solely from
sulfur and unsaturated cooking oils. A porous version of the
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polymer was prepared by simply synthesising the polymer
in the presence of a sodium chloride porogen. The resulting
material is a rubber that captures liquid mercury metal, mercury vapour, inorganic mercury bound to organic matter,
and highly toxic alkylmercury compounds. Mercury removal
from air, water and soil was demonstrated. Because sulfur is
a by-product of petroleum refining and spent cooking oils
from the food industry are suitable starting materials, these
mercury-capturing polymers can be synthesised entirely
from waste and supplied on multi-kilogram scales. This
study is therefore an advance in waste valorisation and environmental chemistry.
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Introduction
Mercury pollution threatens the health and safety of millions
of humans across the globe.[1] This neurotoxic metal is encountered in many industrial activities including coal combustion,
oil and natural gas refining, waste incineration, chloralkali plant
operation and waste discharge, and various metallurgic processes.[2] Mercury is used intentionally in artisanal and smallscale gold mining (ASGM)[1a] and in agricultural practices that
still rely on fungicides that contain highly toxic alkylmercury
derivatives.[3] ASGM is especially problematic, with widespread
and increasing incidence in developing nations due to rising
gold prices.[4] In this practice, liquid mercury is mixed with
crushed ore in order to extract gold as an amalgam. The amalgam is then isolated by hand and then heated with a torch to
vaporise the mercury and separate it from the gold.[5] About
12–15 % of the world’s gold is generated in this way through
the efforts of approximately 15 million miners, many of whom
are children.[4a] It is estimated that, each year, up to
1400 tonnes of mercury are released to land and water due to
ASGM alone,[4a] with devastating effects on the health of
miners and children in these communities.[6] Because mercury
pollution from ASGM occurs primarily in low-income nations,
cost-effective and technologically simple methods for remediation are urgently needed. These crises have been highlighted
in news reports in recent years,[7] and at least one national
emergency has been declared in response to mercury pollution due to gold mining.[7d]
Increasing regulation of mercury emissions is on the horizon,
with the Minamata Convention entering full force this year.[8]
In order to comply with these regulations, it is imperative that
versatile and inexpensive mercury sorbents be introduced.[2a, 9]
Additionally, sorbents that can be deployed across large geographic areas are important in remediation efforts associated
with practices such as ASGM that may result in the contamination of thousands of acres of land.[7d] Currently, high performance activated carbons and silver impregnated zeolites
are widely used as mercury sorbents in the petroleum and
waste sectors.[2b] While these sorbents are effective in continuous industrial processes, the cost is still too-often prohibitive in
non-commercial efforts to remediate contaminated ecosystems
of large area.[9, 10] Additionally, activated carbon is highly flammable[11] and often requires an oxidant additive (e.g. immobilised sulfur, bromine, or chlorine) to convert mercury metal to
an immobilised mercury(II).[12] And while the investigation of
economical sorbents such as used vehicle tires,[13] clays,[14] and
various forms of biomass[14] is encouraging, these materials act
primarily as a ligands for Hg2 + . A general sorbent for mercury
must accommodate the many forms commonly encountered
in remediation including liquid mercury metal, matrix-bound
mercury metal, mercury vapour, organomercury compounds
and inorganic mercury complexed to organic ligands such as
humic matter.[2a, 9] In an effort to address these problems, we
herein introduce sulfur polymers, made through the co-polymerisation of sulfur and cooking oils (including waste cooking
oils), that capture diverse forms of mercury pollution in air,
water and soil.
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230
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Elemental sulfur is a readily available and inexpensive material produced in excess of 50 million tonnes each year as a byproduct of petroleum refining.[15] Elemental sulfur can capture
and stabilise mercury,[16] but it suffers from several chemical
and physical limitations that make it inconvenient to use directly in remediation. For example, elemental sulfur is flammable with a low ignition temperature (190 8C), it readily sublimes, it is prone to caking and increases hydraulic resistance
during filtration, it does not wet and mix well in batch processing of waste fluids, and it is difficult to prepare as durable particles of a desired size.[15a, 17] Furthermore, sulfur may decompose in the environment to sulfate, which can increase the
abundance of sulfate-reducing bacteria that are the primary
producers of the highly toxic methylmercury in soils and sediments.[18] There is therefore an interest to discover new forms
of sulfur that benefit from the high affinity of this chalcogen
for mercury, but do not suffer from the limitations of elemental
sulfur noted here.
Recently, the synthesis of polysulfides by inverse vulcanisation[19] has ushered in a new class of materials with high sulfur
content. Pioneered by Pyun, Char, and co-workers,[19, 20] this
process involves melting elemental sulfur and then heating it
above its floor temperature of 159 8C. Thermal homolysis of S@
S bonds in S8 leads to radical ring-opening polymerisation.[17, 19]
Subsequent trapping of the thiyl radical end groups of the
sulfur polymers with a polyene provides a cross-linked polysulfide.[19] The polymers formed by inverse vulcanisation have
been explored in a variety of contexts due to their interesting
optical, electrochemical and self-healing properties.[20, 21] Our
laboratory recently introduced a polysulfide prepared by the
inverse vulcanisation of the renewable plant oil limonene, and
explored its use in the remediation and sensing of Hg2 + in
water.[22] Further studies lead by Hasell[23] and Theato[24] revealed effective ways to increase the surface area of polymers
prepared by inverse vulcanisation (by foaming or electrospinning, respectively) in order to increase performance in Hg2 +
capture. While these studies motivate deployment of polysulfides for mercury remediation, the cost, scalability, and ease of
use are issues that must be addressed before uptake is feasible.[4b] Additionally, these preliminary reports[22–24] only studied
the purification of water containing inorganic HgCl2, so it is
not yet established whether these sulfur polymers are effective
in capturing mercury metal, inorganic mercury bound to natural organic matter (Hg-NOM),[25] or organomercury compounds—forms of mercury pollution commonly encountered
in the field. We therefore set out to identify polysulfides made
from feedstocks that are highly abundant, very inexpensive
and easy to handle, and then tested them on diverse forms of
mercury pollution in air, water and soil.
Unsaturated oils from rapeseed, sunflower, and olive plants
are attractive as chemical building blocks because they are renewable and can be produced on all inhabited continents.[26]
The alkene functional groups in these triglycerides also provide
the requisite points for cross-linking during inverse vulcanisation. It was anticipated that the Z stereochemistry of these alkenes, imparting strain to the olefin, would facilitate rapid reaction with sulfur radicals produced in inverse vulcanisation
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Figure 1. A polysulfide rubber with high sulfur content was formed by the reaction of elemental sulfur with canola oil, sunflower oil, or olive oil. (a) General
structure of a plant oil triglyceride (oleic acid is shown here as the major fatty acid component) and the product formed by co-polymerisation with sulfur.
(b) Photograph of the product formed by the reaction of canola oil and sulfur, with varying weight percentages of sulfur. (c) Photographs of the canola oil
polysulfide (50 % sulfur) after passing through sieves.

(Figure 1 a). Historically, the reaction of sulfur and unsaturated
plant oils has been used to make factice and ebonite. Factice
is a gel-like modifier used in the manufacture of various rubbers and pencil erasers, typically prepared with up to 25 %
sulfur by weight.[27] Ebonite is a hard and durable building material formed by the prolonged heating of sulfur ( & 30–
50 wt %) with natural rubber, often in the presence of unsaturated additives such as linseed oil.[28] We reasoned that inverse
vulcanisation of unsaturated plant oils would provide a variant
of these materials with very high sulfur content (50 % or more
sulfur by mass). Following similar logic, Theato and co-workers
also explored the inverse vulcanisation of linseed, sunflower,
and olive oils, and used these polymers as cathode materials.[29]
Here we considered that used cooking oils (often comprised of
canola and sunflower oils) could be recycled and employed as
a starting material. Both sulfur and cooking oils are produced
in multi-million tonnes each year, so the large-scale supply of
raw materials would be addressed at the outset.[26, 30] Additionally, the high levels of sulfur in the proposed co-polymer were
anticipated to impart high affinity for various forms of mercury.
Finally, because sulfur is a by-product of petroleum refining[15b]
and used cooking oils are a by-product of the food industry,[31]
there is the intriguing prospect of making a mercury-binding
polymer, in a single, solvent-free step, in which every atom in
the product is derived from industrial waste.[21d]

Results and Discussion
Polymer synthesis
As a starting point, the reaction between sulfur and food
grade canola oil was investigated. In the event, sulfur was first
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230

www.chemeurj.org

melted and then heated further to 180 8C to initiate ring-opening polymerisation. An equal mass of canola oil was then
added slowly to maintain an internal temperature of approximately 180 8C. The reaction was initially two phases, so rapid
stirring was used to ensure efficient mixing (Figure S1). After
10 minutes the mixture appeared to form one phase and
within 20 minutes of total reaction time, a solid brown rubber
formed (Figure 1). Essentially quantitative yields were obtained
and no solvents or exogenous reagents were required in the
synthesis. A similar material was produced using both sunflower and olive oil (Figure S2), though sunflower oil typically
reached its gel point within 10 minutes of total reaction time
at 180 8C. We attributed this difference in time required to
reach the gel point to the variation in unsaturation between
the plant oils. These differences were determined by conversion of the vegetable oils to their fatty acid methyl esters by
treatment with sodium methoxide in methanol (Figure S3).
Analysis of these esters by GC-MS revealed a far higher percentage of polyunsaturated linoleic acid in sunflower oil (50 %)
compared to canola oil (14 %) and olive oil (9 %). Oleic acid
was the major fatty acid component in the canola oil and olive
oil triglyceride, making up about 78 % of the fatty acids in
both oils (Figure S4–S5).
Subsequent experiments focused on canola oil because of
its widespread use in the food industry.[26b, 31] The amount of
sulfur that could be incorporated into the polymer was therefore investigated (Figure 1 b). At 10 % sulfur by weight, a viscous oil was obtained. From 20 % to 70 % sulfur by weight, a
rubber was obtained. With increasing sulfur content, the product became more brittle (Figure S6). The polymer prepared at
50 % sulfur by weight and 50 % canola by weight was selected
for subsequent experiments in mercury binding. At this
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composition, substantial sulfur would be available to capture
mercury, and the particles would not be too brittle for use in
applications that require filtration or sieving. This composition
also ensured that a substantial amount of both sulfur and
cooking oil were used to synthesise the polymer—an important consideration in waste valorisation.
The inverse vulcanisation reaction using canola oil was easily
scaled to 40 g total polymer without incident. Larger batches
are likely possible, but this scale allowed for relatively uniform
mixing and temperature control. Running these reactions in
parallel batch reactors allowed us to make more than 10 kg of
this polymer to date. To prepare the polymer as particles, the
rubber was milled in a blender to give particles less than
12 mm in diameter. These particles could be further partitioned according to size by passing through sieves (Figure 1 c).
Finally, when waste cooking oil obtained from a local caf8 was
used in the synthesis, there was no substantial difference in
the polymerisation when compared to pure canola oil purchased from a supermarket (Figure S7). In this way, the polysulfide polymer was derived entirely from industrial waste.
Polymer characterisation
Reaction of sulfur at the alkenes in the canola oil was consistent with the disappearance of the C=C stretch at 1613 cm@1
and the alkene C@H stretch at 3035 cm@1 in the IR spectrum of
the polymer (Figure S8). While the product had limited solubility in CDCl3, 1H NMR of the soluble fraction indicated that alkenes were consumed in the reaction, though the gel point
was reached before all alkenes were consumed (Figure S9).
The ability of sulfur to react efficiently at the alkene of the
fatty acid esters was also inferred by 1H NMR spectroscopic
analysis of the product formed when the methyl ester derived
from each of the plant oils was treated with sulfur under the
polymerisation conditions (Figure S10). Notably, the products
obtained from the inverse vulcanisation of the fatty acid
methyl esters were viscous oils rather than solid polymers, indicating the key structural role the triglycerides play in cross-linking.
Analysis of the milled polymer by SEM revealed a locally
smooth surface yet a high level of microscale features that imparted high surface area (Figure 2 a and Figure S11). The surface was rich in sulfur and carbon, as indicated by elemental
mapping via EDS (Figure S12) and Auger spectroscopy (Figure 2 b and Figures S13–14) and fully consistent with the sulfur
and canola oil building blocks. The presence of polysulfides
was inferred by confocal Raman microscopy with S@S stretching detected at 432 and 470 cm@1 (Figure S15).[22, 32] Interestingly, confocal Raman microscopy also revealed domains of very
high sulfur, some of which appeared as sulfur particles embedded in the polymer and on the surface of the polymer (Figure S16). EDS of these domains also indicated very high levels
of sulfur (Figure S12). No thiols were detected on the surface,
as inferred by the lack of reactivity with thiol-specific Ellman’s
reagent (Figure S17).
Thermal analysis (TGA and DSC) of the canola oil polysulfide
revealed several important properties of the polymer. First,
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230
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Figure 2. Surface analysis of the canola oil polysulfide. (a) Scanning electron
microscopy revealed a locally smooth surface and microscale features.
(b) Auger spectroscopic imaging revealed high carbon and sulfur content on
the polymer surface, consistent with the canola oil and sulfur monomers
used in the synthesis. Representative images are shown.

thermal degradation featured two major mass losses, with the
first onset at 230 8C and the second at 340 8C (Figure 3 a and
Figure S18). The first mass loss was due to decomposition of
polysulfide domains, as increasing sulfur content was correlated with greater mass loss in the first decomposition at 230 8C
(Figure 3 a). The second mass loss was therefore the thermal
decomposition of the canola oil domain of the polymer. (Thermal analyses of the unmodified cooking oils and elemental
sulfur were also carried out for comparison, Figure S19–S20).
DSC revealed that above 30 % sulfur by mass, there was an endotherm between 100 and 150 8C (Figure 3 b). This transition
was attributed to the melting range of free sulfur. By integrating each area of these endotherms, an estimate of free sulfur
was made (Figure S20–S23). The polysulfide made from 50 %
canola oil and 50 % sulfur, for instance, was estimated to contain about 9 % free sulfur by mass. The polysulfides made from
60 and 70 % sulfur, in comparison, were estimated to contain
23 % and 38 % free sulfur, respectively. Considered with the
SEM, EDS and Raman data, these results suggested that sulfur
reacted with canola oil up to a composition of 30 % sulfur by
mass. Above this level, the excess sulfur is trapped in the polymer matrix as microparticles. Similar thermal analyses were observed for polysulfides prepared from sunflower oil, olive oil
and used cooking oil (Figures S24–S26). The interpretation of
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Figure 3. Thermal analysis of the canola oil polysulfide. (a) Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) of the canola oil polysulfide prepared by inverse vulcanisation at
30, 50, and 70 % sulfur by mass. (b) Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) of the canola oil polysulfide between 100 and 125 8C revealed that when more
than 30 % sulfur was used in the synthesis, free sulfur was detected. For full thermal analysis of the polymers, including comparison to unreacted vegetable
oils and elemental sulfur, see pages S24–S31.

these results was consistent with the characterisation of related polymer composites formed from vegetable oils and sulfur,
as reported by Theato and co-workers.[29]
It was noteworthy that while the IR and Raman spectra of
the canola oil polysulfide and commercial factice were similar
(Figure S27–S28), the TGA profiles were slightly different. For
instance, commercial factice with the highest percentage of
sulfur (25 %) had a higher onset of degradation of the sulfur
domain (280 8C) compared to the polysulfide prepared by inverse vulcanisation (230 8C) (Figure S29–S30). We therefore
wondered if there was a difference in the material formed by
inverse vulcanisation (where canola oil is added to a sulfur prepolymer at 180 8C) and classic vulcanisation (where sulfur is
added portionwise to canola oil at 180 8C—a method of factice
production). Executing both protocols with equal masses of
canola oil and sulfur on a 40 g reaction scale provided essentially the same rubber material, as indicated by physical appearance, TGA and DSC (Figure S31). Only a very minor difference in endotherm of free sulfur was observed (Figure S32).
Therefore, the order of addition of the sulfur and canola oil did
not appear to make a major difference in the product obtained
on this time scale and temperature. We suspect that the reaction mixture equilibrated to a similar composition of sulfur and
polysulfide polymers in both reactions before reaching the gel
point. With that said, there may be subtle differences in the
products of inverse and classic vulcanisation (such as the
number and length of sulfur chains), that are not revealed by
the TGA and DSC experiments.
Dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA, Figure S33) was carried
out at variable temperature to estimate the glass transition
temperature (Tg) of the canola oil polysulfide. To accomplish
this, the polymer was synthesised as previously described,
except a beaker was used as the reaction vessel. After the synthesis, the rubber was carefully cut into a bar (1.4 cm V
0.8 cm V 0.2 cm) suitable for DMA. Subsequent DMA analysis
revealed the peak of the tangent delta (Tt), an estimate of the
Tg, at @9 8C. Independently, a Tg, of @12.2 8C was inferred by
DSC (Figure S34).
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230
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Mercury capture from water
Because the polysulfide surfaces were rich in sulfur, affinity for
mercury was anticipated. Indeed inorganic polysulfides have
been explored to some extent for mercury capture in water,
though these materials have limited shelf-life and need to be
prepared as needed.[33] Before the canola oil polysulfide was
tested, the polymer was briefly washed with aqueous NaOH
(0.1 m) to ensure no small molecule thiols such as trace H2S
were present that might confound the mercury binding experiments. This control measure was taken in light of a report by
Char, Pyun and co-workers that H2S may be produced during
some inverse vulcanisation reactions.[34] After washing further
with water and drying in air, the polymer was then tested for
mercury binding. In an initial test, 2.0 g of the canola oil polysulfide (50 % sulfur by weight) was simply incubated, without
stirring, in a 5.0 mL aqueous solution of HgCl2 (3.5 ppm in
Hg2 + ). After 24 hours, the polymer was removed by filtration
and the concentration of mercury in the water was quantified
by ICP-MS. Typically 90 % of the soluble mercury was captured
after this single treatment, with the treated water containing
0.35 : 0.1 ppm Hg2 + (the average of triplicate experiments). At
higher concentrations of HgCl2, the polymer performed similarly, with a single treatment of 8.0 g of the polysulfide removing
91 % of Hg2 + from a 5.0 mL sample of 74 mm HgCl2 after
24 hours (Figures S35–S37). Surprisingly, the polysulfide
changed colour in this experiment, from brown to grey (Figure 4 a). This result suggested that the polysulfide might selfindicate when bound to a specific amount of Hg2 + . Because
this chromogenic response was only obvious above 5 mm
HgCl2, it is unlikely to be useful in sensing low levels of Hg2 + .
However, it might be useful in monitoring the lifetime of a
filter or other remediation device containing the polymer,
where the colour change is observable after binding sufficient
mercury.
After washing the Hg2 + -treated polymer extensively with
water, SEM and EDS analysis of the surface indicated the presence of mercury-rich nanoparticles (Figure S38–S39)—a result
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Figure 4. Mercury capture from water. (a) The canola oil polysulfide was effective in capturing both Hg2 + and Hg0 from water. The polymer changes colour to
grey when it binds to Hg2 + and to black when it reacts with liquid Hg0. (b) EDS analysis confirmed mercury was bound to the surface of the polymer.

consistent with our previous studies on the interaction of Hg2 +
with polysulfides.[22] It was also encouraging to note that the
mercury was strongly bound to the polymer and minimal
leaching was observed when the polymer-bound mercury was
incubated in pure water. For example, after 1.0 g of the polysulfide captured 79 mg of HgCl2, the polymer was transferred
to a 10 mL sample of milliQ-purified water and incubated for
24 hours. The concentration of mercury in the water was measured by ICP-MS to be 0.57 ppb, a level that is within regulatory limits for drinking water (Figure S40).[35] Because Hg2 + is
highly soluble in water, these low levels of leaching are a testament to the high affinity of the polymer to inorganic mercury.
The most prevalent form of mercury encountered in ASGM
is mercury metal. It was therefore critical to assess how the
polysulfides interacted with liquid mercury. In the first instance,
1.00 g of the canola oil polysulfide (50 % sulfur by weight) was
added to a vial of water containing 100 mg of elemental mercury. The three-phase mixture was stirred vigorously at room
temperature. After 4 hours, no mercury was visible and the
polymer had undergone a dramatic colour change from brown
to black (Figure 4 a and Figure S41). After 24 hours of total
treatment, the polymer was isolated by filtration, washed thoroughly with water and then dried to a constant mass of
1.099 g. By mass balance, this result indicated that 99 % of the
mercury metal was captured by the polymer. EDS imaging (Figure 4 b and Figure S42) confirmed the surface of the polymer
to be rich in mercury, as did Auger and XPS spectroscopic analysis (Figures S43–S44).
Characterisation by XRD revealed that the major product
was metacinnabar, a form of mercury sulfide (Figure S45). Importantly, because metacinnabar is non-toxic and insoluble in
water, it has been proposed as a form in which mercury could
be immobilised safely.[16, 36] Additionally, the oxidation of mercury metal to metacinnabar provides an essentially non-volatile
form of mercury, thereby lowering the risk of inhalation and
transmission of the pollution through air.[16] Gratifyingly, the
polysulfide prepared from used cooking oil behaved similarly
in the capture of mercury metal, so there is no requirement to
use pristine vegetable oils in the polysulfide synthesis (Figure S46).
It is important to note that the mechanism of mercury metal
capture was distinct from that of HgCl2. In the case of liquid
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230
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mercury metal (Hg0), the metal was oxidised by the polysulfide.
The oxidant (S@S) could be derived either from free sulfur embedded in the polymer or the polysulfide cross-links, as the
amount of total mercury captured was correlated with total
sulfur content (Figure S46). Because of this, factice containing
as little as 1 % free sulfur by mass was also effective in capturing mercury metal, though a higher mass of total factice was
required because of its lower total sulfur content (17 % total
sulfur, Figure S46). For Hg2 + , the sulfur of the polysulfide acted
as a ligand to sequester the salt. In both cases, the final oxidation state of the mercury bound to the polysulfide was mercury(II). This result was consistent with XPS analysis in which the
4f photoelectron peak after capture of either HgCl2 or Hg0 had
a binding energy consistent with that of a mercury(II) sulfide
(Figure S44). At the same time, the structure of the mercury(II)
product was different, as the HgCl2 presented as surfacebound nanoparticles and the mercury metal was converted to
metacinnabar. The greater sensitivity in the chromogenic response for mercury metal perhaps owed its origins to this
structural difference. For instance, when 20 g of the polysulfide
was exposed to 72 mg of mercury metal, the entire surface
polymer sample appeared black (Figure S47). This result encourages future exploration of the canola oil polysulfide as a
sensor for metallic mercury.
Mercury capture from soil
Arguably the most challenging pollution to remedy in ASGM
communities is mercury-contaminated soil. When mercury
metal is mixed with ore to form gold amalgams, the mercury is
dispersed as microbeads that are covered with particles of soil
and other debris. This soil-bound mercury does not coalesce
and, despite the high density of mercury, it can float on water.
This so-called “mercury flour” can be carried by waterways and
threaten the environment and human health beyond the location of the mine.[5a] A simple and cost-effective method for
treating floured mercury is currently an outstanding problem
for ASGM communities.[5] We therefore turned to mercury-contaminated soil and studied how the canola oil polysulfide
might be used in its remediation.
We first prepared mercury flour by using an end-over-end
mixer to mill liquid mercury (200 mg) and 5 g fine loam
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comprised of soil particles less than 0.5 mm. While the characteristic silver coloured mercury was visible to the naked eye at
the start of the mixing, it gradually dispersed into the soil as
very fine beads over the course of several hours. After
24 hours, the mercury-soil mixture was indistinguishable from
the untreated soil (Figure S48). The floured mercury was analysed by SEM and EDS (Figure S49–S51), revealing microscale
beads of mercury, with smaller soil particles adhered to the
surface (Figure S50–S51). Figure 5 a shows a representative

Figure 5. Remediation of simulated mercury flour. (a) SEM analysis of mercury flour showing a microbead of elemental mercury with soil particles
bound to the surface. (b) Milling the simulated mercury flour with the
canola oil polysulfide led to capture of the mercury. The polymer particles,
bound to mercury, could be separated from the soil with sieves.

mercury bead, about 50 mm in diameter. To determine if the
canola oil polysulfide could capture this floured mercury, the
soil (5.0 g) was then treated with the canola oil polysulfide
(5.0 g) containing 50 % sulfur by weight. Polymer particles of
2.5–5.0 mm were used so that they could be separated from
the soil using a sieve. The solid mixture was milled using an
end-over-end mixer. After 24 hours of treatment the polymer
had clearly turned black (Figure 5 b), as observed in previous
reactions with mercury metal. Separating the polymer from
the soil using a sieve allowed analysis by EDS that verified mercury bound to the polymer (Figure S52–S53). Notably, the ability to isolate the polymer particles from soil provided a distinct
advantage of the canola oil polysulfide over elemental sulfur.
Additionally, while the amount of milling time and mass of
polymer required for full remediation will need to be optimised for each type of soil and sediment, this initial demonstration of mercury removal from contaminated soil was an encouraging advance in dealing with mercury flour.
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230
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Toxicity studies and prospects for in situ mercury remediation
In any remediation effort, the lifetime of the mercury-binding
material must be considered. Because of our interest in mercury pollution relevant to ASGM, we realised that the limited resources in these regions might prohibit separation of the polymer from soil and tailings post-treatment. Furthermore, areas
of contaminated soil can span several thousand acres,[7d] so
complicated remediation protocols are simply not practical.
We therefore considered whether in situ remediation or immobilisation would be appropriate—a practice where the polymer
would be milled into the contaminated area and left in the environment after treatment.[9] Decreased mobility of mercury
and low-toxicity would be required for this to be a viable strategy. The formation of metacinnabar in the reaction of mercury
metal with the polymer was therefore encouraging, given its
low propensity for leaching and low toxicity.[16, 36] These properties notwithstanding, we thought it would be useful to carry
out our own assessment of toxicity of the polymer and the
polymer-bound mercury.
To assess toxicity, HepG2 and Huh7 human liver cells were
cultured in the presence of both the unmodified canola oil
polysulfide and the mercury treated polysulfide. In these experiments, the polymer samples were added to the permeable
insert of Transwell cell culture plates. The insert effectively
acted like a “teabag” where any mercury or other toxic materials leached into the growth media would be available to the
cells (Figure 6 a). There was no difference in cell viability between the untreated cells and the cells treated with polymer,
so the canola polysulfide itself exhibited no cytotoxicity in this
assay (Figure S54). More impressively, neither the polysulfide
used to capture HgCl2 nor the polysulfide used to capture mercury metal exhibited cytotoxicity in this experiment, as measured by cell viability (Figure 6 b–c and Figure S55). The polymer used to capture mercury chloride contained 2.2 mg of
mercury per gram of polymer. The polymer used to capture
mercury metal contained 79 mg of mercury per gram of polymer. Neither sample leached sufficient mercury to affect liver
cell viability when 37.5 mg of polymer was added to the
300 mL well in the culture medium. In contrast, the addition of
an aqueous solution of mercury chloride to the cells, in the absence of polymer, resulted in rapid cell death with and IC50 of
34 and 40 mm for Huh7 and HepG2 cells, respectively (Figure S56). For the polymer bearing captured mercury chloride, if
all mercury were released into the growth medium, the concentration of mercury would be 1 mm Hg2 + , more than 30
times the measured IC50 for HgCl2. For the polymer that oxidised and captured mercury metal, if all of this mercury were
released into the growth medium, the concentration of mercury would be approximately 50 mm. Therefore, both mercury
chloride and the oxidised mercury metal adhered to the polymer and were non-toxic to the cells.
These results encourage consideration of the canola oil polysulfide as a material for in situ remediation where the polymer
is mixed into mine tailings and contaminated soil to capture
mercury and render it far less toxic, less volatile, and insoluble
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Synthesis of a porous canola oil polysulfide
The reaction of elemental mercury with the canola oil polysulfide was relatively slow, taking several hours in the experiments described in Figure 4 and Figure 5. For mercury vapour
capture after coal combustion or during oil and natural gas refining, the process must be very rapid and continuous. We reasoned that increasing the surface area of the canola oil polysulfide would help the rate of mercury binding and reaction
by increasing the amount of available sulfur. A porous version
of the polysulfide was therefore prepared by synthesising the
polymer in the presence of a sodium chloride porogen—a
tactic inspired by a salt templating protocol recently reported
by Hasell.[37] In the synthesis, sulfur and canola oil were reacted
directly as before and then sodium chloride (previously ground
in a mortar and pestle) was added slowly to the reaction mixture. After reaching the gel point, the polymer–salt mixture
was removed from the reaction vessel and milled into particles
approximately 0.1–1.0 cm in diameter (Figure S57). These particles were then washed twice in water to leach the sodium
chloride from the polymer. The resulting polymer—obtained in
quantitative yield—was sponge-like and contained micronscale pores and channels, as revealed by SEM analysis (Figure 7

Figure 6. Toxicity assays of polysulfide after capturing mercury chloride or
mercury metal. Cell viability was assessed using the CellTiter-Blue Cell Viability Assay, and values obtained for cells exposed to mercury-treated polymers
were compared to values obtained for untreated polymers. (a) Cells were
seeded in a 24-well plate and the polymers were added to the bottom of a
Transwell insert, submerged in the cell culture medium. (b) Cytotoxicity analysis for the mercury chloride-treated polymer, in Huh7 and HepG2 cells. The
polymer treated with HgCl2 contained 2.2 mg HgCl2 per gram of polymer.
(c) Cytotoxicity for the elemental mercury-treated polymer, in Huh7 and
HepG2 cells. The polymer treated with Hg0 contained 79 mg mercury per
gram of polymer. Bars represent average of biological triplicates, and error
bars represent standard error of the mean. “Dose 1”: 3.75 mg polymer/
300 mL of culture medium. “Dose 2”: 37.5 mg polymer/ 300 mL of culture
medium. Under these conditions, no evidence of toxicity was revealed for
any sample of the polymer-bound mercury.

in water. We propose, in the first instance, that the product of
this process could be left at the site of contamination. While
ultimately mercury will need to be phased out in ASGM practice, and it is ideal to remove all mercury from the site of contamination, in situ remediation using the canola oil polysulfide
is a relatively simple measure to address the extensive mercury
pollution these communities face in the short-term.
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Figure 7. A porous version of the canola oil polysulfide. (a) Canola oil and
sulfur were co-polymerised in the presence of a sodium chloride porogen.
Removing the sodium chloride was achieved by soaking the milled polymer
in water. The product is a sponge-like material. (b) SEM analysis of a crosssection of a particle revealed the presence of pores and channels on the
order of 100–200 microns in diameter.

and Figure S58). During the optimisation of this protocol, it
was found that a large excess of sodium chloride was required
(70 % of the total mass of the reaction mixture was sodium
chloride). If less sodium chloride were used, substantial
amounts of salt particles remain trapped in the polymer
matrix. At the higher levels of sodium chloride, > 99 % of the
porogen can be leached from the polymer. The Raman spectrum (Figure S59) of the porous polysulfide was similar to the
non-porous polymer, as was the thermal stability and Tg
(@12.9 8C) (see TGA and DSC analysis, Figure S60–S61). 1H NMR
analysis of the CDCl3 soluble fraction of the polymer was also
similar to the non-porous variant (Figure S62). One notable difference in the porous polysulfide was absence of sulfur microparticles that were prominent in the non-porous version.
Though free sulfur was detected in the DSC analysis of the
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porous polymer (13 % by mass, Figure S60), the sodium chloride porogen apparently restricted the formation of larger
sulfur particles.
Removal of mercury from gas streams
With a porous version of the canola oil polysulfide in hand, its
ability to react with and capture elemental mercury gas was
assessed. A 300 mg sample of the polymer was loaded in a
quartz glass reactor, with the polymer occupying a volume of
approximately 0.4 cm3. A stream of nitrogen containing mercury vapour was passed through the reactor, with the flow rate
(0.1 L min@1) and level of mercury (586.4 mg Nm@3) precisely
maintained using a mass flow controller (Figure S63). Mercury
capture was determined by measuring the difference in the
amount of mercury delivered to the reactor and that detected
in downstream KMnO4 traps (Figure S63). At 25 8C, the polymer
removed 7 % of the mercury from the gas stream. Reasoning
that the reaction between the polysulfide and mercury would
increase by heating the reactor, the experiment was repeated
at 50, 75 and 100 8C (Figure 8 and Figure S64). Of these tem-

Figure 8. Mercury vapour capture using the porous canola oil polysulfide.
75 8C was found to be an optimal temperature for capturing mercury in a
continuous process, with 67 % of the mercury removed from the gas stream
over a residence time of approximately 0.24 seconds. The higher temperature increases the rate at which the polymer oxidises the mercury gas.

peratures, 75 8C resulted in the highest mercury capture, enabling the canola oil polysulfide to react with and sequester
67 % of the mercury. This unoptimised mercury removal efficiency is quite remarkable considering the residence time for
this experimental setup is a mere 0.24 seconds, a timeframe
compatible for typical waste incineration and fossil fuel processing. This feasibility study should therefore encourage consideration of these polysulfides as inexpensive mercury sorbents for gas streams contaminated with mercury.[38]
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Removing mercury bound to organic matter (Hg-NOM) from
water
Mercury bound to natural organic matter (NOM) is often considered a recalcitrant form of pollution because humic matter,
regularly containing thiols and sulfides, binds tightly to mercury. In natural and contaminated aquatic systems, mercury predominantly has an oxidation state of + 2, but Hg2 + does not
occur as a free, monatomic ion complexed only by water molecules. In freshwater streams and sediments, Hg2 + is typically
bound by nucleophilic functional groups, which are present at
high abundance in NOM. This complexation of mercury and
methylmercury with NOM is known to affect its mobility, as
well as chemical and biological transformation in aquatic environments.[25]
For the polysulfide polymer to capture this mercury, a ligand
exchange would need to occur. In addition to testing the nonporous and porous polysulfide for its ability to displace NOM,
some of the porous polymer was partially reduced with
sodium borohydride to install thiols that could perhaps facilitate this process and bind mercury (Figure S65). Testing this
hypothesis, sorption isotherms for Hg(NO3)2 and a Hg-NOM
complex were determined at environmentally relevant mercury
concentrations between 0.2 and 16 mg L@1. Over this concentration range, sorption of Hg(NO3)2 was found to follow a linear
isotherm, confirming that in the absence of NOM all three
forms of the polysulfide removed > 90 % of the mercury in solution and the sorbent did not approach saturation or Hg
binding capacity (Figure S66). By comparison, when mercury is
associated with NOM (i.e., Hg-NOM), functional groups on
NOM compete with the polysulfide for mercury binding. Nevertheless, the removal efficiency at low Hg-NOM concentrations for the porous and the reduced porous polysulfide
reached 79 and 81 %, respectively (Figure S66). The removal efficiency of the non-porous polysulfide, in contrast, was only
36 %.
As Hg-NOM concentrations increased, the removal efficiency
decreased, as indicated by a fit of the equilibrium data to the
Langmuir sorption isotherm. The sorption capacity for the
porous polysulfide reached a value of 1.11 mg-Hg/g-sorbent
under the experimental conditions (Figure S66). The results
clearly show that the porous polysulfide material can effectively outcompete NOM, particularly at concentrations typically encountered in mercury contaminated freshwater systems. Partial
reduction of the polymer surface to install thiols had only a
small impact on removal efficiency in the presence of Hg-NOM
and resulted in a lower sorption capacity compared to the
porous polysulfide.
Additionally, we investigated whether sulfates were released
from the porous polysulfide and its partially reduced derivative. Sulfate release from sulfur-based sorbents may enhance
mercury methylation by promoting sulfate-reducing bacteria,
which are considered the primary methylators in marine and
estuarine environments.[18b, c] The assessment of sulfate release
was accomplished in batch experiments by combining 30 mL
of phosphate-buffered Hg(NO3)2 or Hg-NOM complex with
100 mg of the porous canola oil polysulfides followed by
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equilibration over 48 hours. The sulfate concentration in the filtered sample was then analysed by ion chromatography and
normalised to the mass of the sample. The results indicated
that sulfate release was typically below 100 mg g@1 and did not
significantly elevate sulfate naturally present in the NOM used
in the experiments (Figure S67). Therefore, the deployment of
the polysulfide sorbent is not expected to enhance mercury
methylation by stimulating sulfate reducing bacteria in the
system.
Sequestering an organomercury fungicide
Organomercury compounds have long been used as fungicides to protect grain seeds, sugarcane setts and other crops.[3]
While some of these fungicides have been restricted or
banned, their continued use in both industrialised and developing nations is cause for concern.[2a] These mercury derivatives are highly toxic because they can be absorbed through
the skin and enter and damage the central nervous system.[1b]
These fungicides are known to compromise the health of
marine life[39] and accidental ingestion by humans has led to
death, with the most infamous episode occurring in Iraq in
1971, where wheat seeds coated with mercury-based fungicides were mistakenly consumed as food by thousands of
people.[40] Sorbents that are effective at capturing these fungicides could find use in preventing harmful runoff from fields to
which they are applied. Accordingly, the porous canola oil
polysulfide was tested in its ability to capture a representative
mercury-derived fungicide, 2-methoxyethylmercury chloride
(MEMC)-a fungicide that is still used by sugarcane, rice and
potato growers in several countries.[39]
To test whether the porous canola oil polysulfide could
remove this compound from water, an aqueous solution of
MEMC was prepared at 0.15 g L@1 (a typical operating concentration for the fungicide) and then 10 mL of this solution was

incubated with 2.00 g of the porous polymer for 24 hours.
After this time, the concentration of mercury was determined
by ICP-MS. Remarkably, 98 % of the mercury was removed
from solution, whereas the mercury concentration did not
change in solutions not treated with the polymer (Figure 9 and
Figure S68). To determine if this remediation could be translated to a continuous process, a series of columns were prepared
in which the porous polysulfide and soil were used as filtration
media (Figure 9 and Figure S69). Next, 3 mL of the 0.15 g L@1
MEMC solution was passed through each column and the mercury concentration of the flowthrough was determined by ICPMS. Soil alone (3.0 g) retained 46 % of the mercury; soil and
polymer (1.5 g each) mixed randomly together retained 66 %
of the mercury; soil (1.5 g) layered on top of the polymer
(1.5 g) retained 75 % of the mercury; and polymer alone (3.0 g)
retained 73 % of the mercury. The total elution time for each
column was approximately 2.5 minutes, so the mercury retention process is relatively fast. These results suggest the porous
polysulfide might be useful as a soil additive that can reduce
the levels of mercury-based fungicides that leach into agricultural wastewater.

Conclusion
Sulfur and unsaturated cooking oils were co-polymerised to
form a polysulfide rubber that captured mercury from air,
water, and soil. Because sulfur is a by-product of the petroleum
industry and recycled cooking oil was a suitable starting material, the novel polymer can be made entirely from repurposed
waste. This research is therefore an addition to the growing
body of literature dedicated to preparing sulfur polymers with
sustainable and low-cost cross-linkers.[21d, 22, 29, 37, 41] The synthesis
required a single, operationally simple chemical reaction. No
purification was required and the transformation featured
complete atom economy. A porous version of the material was

Figure 9. Trapping an organomercury fungicide, (2-methoxyethylmercury chloride, MEMC), using the porous canola oil polysulfide. (a) Incubating a 0.15 g L@1
aqueous solution of MEMC with 2.0 g of the porous canola oil polysulfide for 24 hours resulted in the removal of 98 % of the mercury in solution. (b) Filters
were constructed in the barrel of 10 mL syringes using soil (3.0 g), a random mixture of soil (1.5 g) and porous polysulfide (1.5 g), layers of soil (1.5 g) and
polymer (1.5 g) separated by cotton, and solely porous polysulfide (3.0 g). Cotton plugs were used at the base of each column. Passing 3 mL of the MEMC solution (0.15 g L@1) resulted in reduction of mercury in the flowthrough. The soil layered on the polymer and the polymer alone were most effective, removing
75 and 73 % of the mercury, respectively.
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also prepared using a sodium chloride porogen. The materials
were demonstrated to be effective in capturing common
forms of mercury pollution including liquid mercury metal,
mercury vapour, inorganic mercury and organomercury compounds. The rapid reaction between the porous version of the
polymer and mercury bode well for multiple industrial applications. The low-cost will also motivate uptake in developing nations struggling to control mercury pollution associated with
gold mining. Neither the polymer nor the mercury-bound polymer were toxic to human cells, which prompts consideration
of the polysulfide for in situ remediation of mine tailings, soil
and agricultural wastewater. Currently, we are working with a
variety of industrial partners, environmental agencies, and
other non-profit firms to deploy this technology at sites
plagued with mercury pollution.

Acknowledgements
We thank Flinders University, The Australian Government National Environmental Science Programme Emerging Priorities
Funding
(J.M.C.),
the
Australian
Research
Council
(DE150101863, J.M.C.), FCT Portugal (I.S.A and G.J.L.B.), The
Royal Society (University Research Fellowship, G.J.L.B), the
EPSRC (G.J.L.B) and the European Research Council (Starting
Grant, G.J.L.B.) for financial support. This research was also supported in part by the Mercury Technology Development Program at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) with funding
by the Office of Environmental Management, U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE). We thank Ji Won Moon and Tonia Mehlhorn
for assistance with ion chromatography and mercury analyses.
We also acknowledge the support of the Australian Microscopy
and Microanalysis Research Facility at Flinders University. This
work was performed in part at the South Australian node of
the Australian National Fabrication Facility under the National
Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy to provide nano
and microfabrication facilities for Australia’s researchers. We
are grateful to McHughs caf8 at Flinders University for supplying used cooking oil and to D.O.G. Chemie for samples of factice. We also thank Richard Fuller, Andrew McCartor, and Budi
Susilorini of Pure Earth for helpful discussions regarding mercury pollution due to artisanal and small-scale gold mining.
ORNL is managed by UT-Battelle, LLC, for DOE under Contract
No. DE-AC05-00OR22725.

Conflict of interest
Two authors (J.M.C. and M.J.H.W.) are inventors on a provisional patent application filed in Australia on April 20, 2016 (Application number 2016901470). Among the claims in this patent
application is the preparation of polysulfides from sulfur and
vegetable oils and their use in mercury capture. The canola oil
polysulfide featured in this study is licensed for sale by Kerafast.
Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230

www.chemeurj.org

Keywords: inverse vulcanisation · mercury · sulfur · sulfur
polymer · waste valorisation
[1] a) Global Mercury Assessment 2013. Sources, Emissions, Releases and Environmental Transport. United Nations Environment Programme, Chemicals Branch, Geneva, Switzerland, 2013; b) P. B. Tchounwou, W. K.
Ayensu, N. Ninashvili, D. Sutton, Environ. Toxicol. 2003, 18, 149 – 175;
c) J.-D. Park, W. Zheng, J. Prev. Med. Public Health 2012, 45, 344 – 352.
[2] a) Q. Wang, D. Kim, D. D. Dionysiou, G. A. Sorial, D. Timberlake, Environ.
Pollut. 2004, 131, 323 – 336; b) S. M. Wilhelm, Mercury in Petroleum and
Natural Gas: Estimation of Emissions from Production, Processing and
Combustion. United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2001.
[3] N. A. Smart, Residue Rev. 1968, 23, 1 – 36.
[4] a) Reducing Mercury in Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining (ASGM).
United Nations Environment Programme. Accessed 21 May 2017 from
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/chemicalsandwaste/globalmercury-partnership/reducing-mercury-artisanal-and-small-scale-goldmining-asgm; b) G. Hilson, Sci. Total Environ. 2006, 362, 1 – 14.
[5] a) P. W. U. Appel, L. D. Na-Oy, J. Environ. Prot. 2014, 5, 493 – 499; b) R.
Vieira, J. Cleaner Prod. 2006, 14, 448 – 454.
[6] a) H. Gibb, K. G. O’Leary, Environ. Health Perspect. 2014, 122, 667 – 672;
b) S. Bose-O’Reilly, B. Lettmeier, R. M. Gothe, C. Beinhoff, U. Siebert, G.
Drasch, Environ. Res. 2008, 107, 89 – 97.
[7] a) Extracting gold with mercury exacts a lethal toll. PBS Newshour.
Broadcast 9 Oct 2016. Accessed 20 October 2016 from http://
www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/extracting-gold-mercury-exacts-lethal-toll/;
b) Unearthing toxic conditions for impoverished gold miners. PBS Newshour. Broadcast 17 February 2015. Accessed 20 October 2016 from
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/unearthing-toxic-conditions-impoverished-gold-miners/; c) R. C. Paddock, (24 May 2016). The Toxic Toll of Indonesia’s Gold Mines. Nat. Geo. Accessed 24 Sept 2016 from http://
news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/05/160524-indonesia-toxic-toll/;
d) S. Daley, (26 July 2016). Peru Scrambles to Drive Out Illegal Gold
Mining and Save Precious Land. The New York Times. Accessed 27 July
2016 from https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/26/world/americas/peruillegal-gold-mining-latin-america.html; e) N. Notman, Chem. World 2016,
13, 54 – 57.
[8] Minamata Convention on Mercury, United Nations Environment Programme. Accessed 23 May 2017 from http://www.mercuryconvention.org.
[9] J. Wang, X. Feng, C. W. N. Anderson, Y. Xing, L. Shang, J. Hazard. Mater.
2012, 221 – 222, 1 – 18.
[10] Mercury Study Report to Congress. Volume VIII: An Evaluation of Mercury
Control Technologies and Costs. United States Envrionmental Protection
Agency. EPA-452/R-97-010 December 1997.
[11] L. C. Buettner, C. A. LeDuc, T. G. Glover, Ind. Eng. Chem. Chem. Res. 2014,
53, 15793 – 15797.
[12] S. R. Shewchuk, R. Azargohar, A. K. Dalai, J. Environ. Anal. Toxicol. 2016,
6, 379.
[13] X. Meng, Z. Hua, D. Dermatas, W. Wang, H. Y. Kuo, J. Hazard. Mater.
1998, 57, 231 – 241.
[14] S. E. Bailey, T. J. Olin, R. M. Bricka, D. D. Adrian, Wat. Res. 1999, 33, 2469 –
2479.
[15] a) B. Meyer, N. Kharasch, Elemental Sulfur—Chemistry and Physics, Interscience Publishers, 1965; b) G. Kutney, Sulfur: History, Technology, Applications & Industry, 2nd ed., ChemTec Publishing, Toronto, 2013.
[16] F. A. Ljpez, A. Ljpez-Delgado, I. Padilla, H. Tayibi, F. J. Alguacil, Sci. Total
Environ. 2010, 408, 4341 – 4345.
[17] B. Meyer, Chem. Rev. 1976, 76, 367 – 388.
[18] a) G. C. Compeau, R. Bartha, Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 1985, 50, 498 – 502;
b) C. C. Gilmour, E. A. Henry, R. Mitchell, Environ. Sci. Technol. 1992, 26,
2281 – 2287; c) W. F. Fitzgerald, C. H. Lamborg, C. R. Hammerschmidt,
Chem. Rev. 2007, 107, 641 – 662.
[19] W. J. Chung, J. J. Griebel, E. T. Kim, H. Yoon, A. G. Simmonds, H. J. Ji, P. T.
Dirlam, R. S. Glass, J. J. Wie, N. A. Nguyen, B. W. Guralnick, J. Park, ]. Somogyi, P. Theato, M. E. Mackay, Y.-E. Sung, K. Char, J. Pyun, Nat. Chem.
2013, 5, 518 – 524.
[20] J. Lim, J. Pyun, K. Char, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2015, 54, 3249 – 3258;
Angew. Chem. 2015, 127, 3298 – 3308.

16229

T 2017 The Authors. Published by Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

Full Paper
[21] a) J. J. Griebel, R. S. Glass, K. Char, J. Pyun, Prog. Polym. Sci. 2016, 58,
90 – 125; b) A. Hoefling, P. Theato, Nachr. Chem. 2016, 64, 9 – 12; c) D. A.
Boyd, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 15486 – 15502; Angew. Chem.
2016, 128, 15712 – 15729; d) M. J. H. Worthington, R. L. Kucera, J. M.
Chalker, Green Chem. 2017, 19, 2748 – 2761.
[22] M. P. Crockett, A. M. Evans, M. J. H. Worthington, I. S. Albuquerque, A. D.
Slattery, C. T. Gibson, J. A. Campbell, D. A. Lewis, G. J. L. Bernardes, J. M.
Chalker, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 1714 – 1718; Angew. Chem.
2016, 128, 1746 – 1750.
[23] T. Hasell, D. J. Parker, H. A. Jones, T. McAllister, S. M. Howdle, Chem.
Commun. 2016, 52, 5383 – 5386.
[24] M. W. Thielke, L. A. Bultema, D. D. Brauer, B. Richter, M. Fischer, P.
Theato, Polymers 2016, 8, 266.
[25] a) M. Haitzer, G. R. Aiken, J. N. Ryan, Environ. Sci. Technol. 2002, 36,
3564 – 3570; b) G. R. Aiken, H. Hsu-Kim, J. N. Ryan, Environ. Sci. Technol.
2011, 45, 3196 – 3201; c) A. L.-T. Pham, A. Morris, T. Zhang, J. Ticknor, C.
Levard, H. Hsu-Kim, Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta 2014, 133, 204 – 215.
[26] a) M. A. R. Meier, J. O. Metzger, U. S. Schubert, Chem. Soc. Rev. 2007, 36,
1788 – 1802; b) L. Lin, H. Allemekinders, A. Dansby, L. Campbell, S. Durance-Tod, A. Berger, P. J. H. Jones, Nutr. Rev. 2013, 71, 370 – 385; c) Food
Uses of Sunflower Oils. J. J. Salas, M. A. Bootello, R. Garc8s in Sunflower
Chemistry, Production, Processing, and Utilization, AOCS Press, 2015,
pp. 441 – 464.
[27] Rubber Basics (Ed.: R. B. Simpson), Rapra Technology Ltd., Shawbury,
2002, pp. 19, 133.
[28] A. R. Kemp, F. S. Malm, Ind. Eng. Chem. 1935, 27, 141 – 146.
[29] A. Hoefling, Y. J. Lee, P. Theato, Macromol. Chem. Phys. 2017, 218,
1600303.
[30] N. G. Lordkipanidze, J. E. Epperson, G. C. W. Ames, J. Int. Food Agribus.
Mark. 1998, 9, 23 – 34.
[31] M. G. Kulkarni, A. K. Dalai, Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2006, 45, 2901 – 2913.
[32] S. N. Talapaneni, T. H. Hwang, S. H. Je, O. Buyukcakir, J. W. Choi, A.
Coskun, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 3106 – 3111; Angew. Chem.
2016, 128, 3158 – 3163.

Chem. Eur. J. 2017, 23, 16219 – 16230

www.chemeurj.org

[33] D. M. Findlay, R. A. N. McLean, Environ. Sci. Technol. 1981, 15, 1388 –
1390.
[34] J. J. Griebel, G. Li, R. S. Glass, K. Char, J. Pyun, J. Polym. Sci. Part A 2015,
53, 173 – 177.
[35] Table of Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants. United States Environmental Protection Agency. Accessed 20 Oct 2016 from https://
www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/table-regulated-drinking-water-contaminant.
[36] J. Liu, J.-Z. Shi, L.-M. Yu, R. A. Goyer, M. P. Waalkes, Exp. Biol. Med. 2008,
233, 810 – 817.
[37] D. J. Parker, H. A. Jones, S. Petcher, L. Cervini, J. M. Griffin, R. Akhtar, T.
Hasell, J. Mater. Chem. A 2017, 5, 11682 – 11692.
[38] As discussed in reference [11], activated carbon is highly flammable. We
have experienced no indication that the canola oil polysulfide is prone
to spontaneous combustion, so it is likely a safer sorbent than activated
carbon in this respect.
[39] K. L. Markey, A. H. Baird, C. Humphrey, A. P. Negri, Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser.
2007, 330, 127 – 137.
[40] S. B. Skerfving, J. F. Copplestone, Bull. World Health Organ. 1976, 54,
101 – 112.
[41] a) I. Gomez, O. Leonet, J. Alberto Blazquez, D. Mecerreyes, ChemSusChem 2016, 9, 3419 – 3425; b) S. Shukla, A. Ghosh, P. K. Roy, S. Mitra, B.
Lochab, Polymer 2016, 99, 349 – 357; c) A. Ghosh, S. Shukla, G. S. Khosla,
B. Lochab, S. Mitra, Sci. Rep. 2016, 6, 25207; d) A. Hoefling, D. T. Nguyen,
Y. J. Lee, S.-W. Song, P. Theato, Mater. Chem. Front. 2017, In press.
https://doi.org/10.1039/C7QM00083A.

Manuscript received: June 22, 2017
Accepted manuscript online: August 1, 2017
Version of record online: August 30, 2017

16230

T 2017 The Authors. Published by Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

