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My favorite molecule is cysteine because of its key structural and many, yet unknown, functional roles.

My favorite saying is “Luck takes a damn lot of work”.

My favorite science author is Jennifer Doudna. I was fascinated by her recent book A Crack in Creation
about the discovery of the gene editing tool CRISPR and its potential to control evolution.

The secret of being a successful scientist is hard work, attention to detail, and lots of perseverance.

If I could be described as an animal it would be a wolf, because they are very social animals.

In a spare hour, I either go running or play football—it helps me relax.

My favorite way to spend a holiday is to escape to the beach with my wife and sons.

In the future I see myself on a small farm in Alentejo where I can grow my own food in an eco-friendly
environment and fall asleep under the most amazing starry sky!

The most important future applications of my research are tissue-specific drugs.

The biggest challenge facing scientists—and humanity—is climate change and the loss of biodiversity.

Looking back over my career, I wish I had also studied medicine along with chemistry.

Last time I went to the pub I realized I am not a student anymore ...
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